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President’s Podium
From the Nominating Committee
“BARC needs you! The Nominating Committee is
seeking volunteers for officer positions for
2022. Positions that need to be filled include
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
and Junior Director.
Current President Jim Totten, WA8HUB, has served
the maximum two 1-year terms permitted by the
constitution and cannot run for reelection at this
time. Vice President Don Parker, KB8PSL, has indicated that he is not interested in running for President because of his other commitments.

Welcome to the October Full
Quieting. As usual the standard
two meetings will be held this
month.
The first on October 7 is the
BARC Planning Meeting. Primarily for Officers and Coordinators but any member is welcome to attend.

Continued on page 3

73, Jim, WA8HUB, President
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block south from the traffic light in downtown Bellbrook)

From the Editor
Welcome to Issue #2!
Thanks for all your inputs for September. Please continue
by sending in your material and photos.
This issue has two purposes: First, to bring you great
BARC member-generated content. Second, to provide information on BARC’s Constitution and By-Laws prior to
the upcoming election of Officers.
Supporting part two, this editorial column will discuss the
importance of volunteerism and leadership to continue the
superb growth of BARC.
I don’t pretend to have all the answers and didn’t sleep at a
Holiday Inn last night. I will, however, step out on the editorial limb to bring forth a few topics that some of you expressed are important.
BARC, like most radio clubs is a volunteer organization.
Volunteers donate their time and expertise often to, or for,
a good cause. Most folks have extremely busy lives and
it’s hard to find time to belong to clubs, let alone volunteer
to lead.
In many clubs of all types, elections often amount to who
can we convince, coerce, or railroad into taking the job?
This may be effective, but is it a good way to provide leadership to an organization?
As Dorothy learned in the Wizard Of OZ, it’s best to start
at the beginning, so that’s why the BARC Constitution and
By-laws are included in this issue. Please take a few minutes to read them. You’ll learn why we exists, our goals,
and the mechanics of how the club is designed to work.
Now, armed with knowledge, let’s consider how we can
motivate our folks to run for offices and elect them
based on their experience and their public expression
of how they will perform in the desired position.
Continued on page 4
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President’s Podium
Continued from page 1

The big news is the auction on October 21 during the General Membership meeting. Bring in any excess amateur radio gear for the benefit of
the club. Any Items brought in should be labeled with your name/call so
we know who to thank. Before our enforced close down the October
meeting was Chili Night. I have heard a rumor that Tink, KD8NUA
may have a surprise for refreshment. As you may remember this time
of the year we need to consider election of club officers.
At the September meeting three members were approved as the nomination committee. They are Glenn Rodgers, KE8LZD, Ray Hitt, N8VMX
and Henry Ruminski, W8HJR. Any full member of BARC With one
year of membership is eligible to run for office.
Officers to be elected for 2022 are, President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Junior
Director. The current Junior Director becomes the Senior Director. Put your name in the hopper for a position.
I have really enjoyed my time. Thanks Jim (Ed.)

73, Jim, WA8HUB, President

BARC Auction!!!!!
Don’t forget! The September BARC general membership meeting will feature our AUCTION!
I’ll send out a blast e-mail the week of the auction with a list of what we have to auction at
that time.
Meanwhile, here’s what we have so far:
Two office-type working printers. Brand yet unknown.
Three HTs, working.
One aluminum J-Pole antenna, 144 and 220.
A number of brand new MouKey MMs-11 microphone booms.
Whatever else is on the table at the back of the clubhouse.
Odds and ends of all kinds: wire, cable, connectors, switches,
etc.

73, Ken, W8ASA
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From the Editor
Continued from page 2
In many clubs, developing candidates is a real challenge on many fronts.
Let's look at a few of these areas. In no particular order, here’s are a few things to consider:
1. Folks are unsure of the responsibilities of the office. BARC’s definitions of responsibilities are rather vague. It
may be time to review/rewrite them.
2. Some feel they don’t have the time. Given the job descriptions, it may help to compile an estimate based on the
experience of previous officers in each position.
3. Others don’t think they have relevant experience. Again, maybe it’s time to compile a document that explains
BARC’s desired requirements for each office. Some may be less rigorous than others.
4. They may be hesitant to take a position on topics due to the desire to remain popular or upsetting someone.
This may be a tougher nut to crack. It drives to the heart of leadership. The world is full of books and classes regarding leadership, however, one underlying role of the BARC Officers is to enable the legal and ethical performance of the club in attaining it’s goals and objectives. It does this by providing the vision that may inspire others to
act within the structure laid out in the Constitution and By-Laws. Doing this while pleasing all the people all the
time is likely the biggest challenge in the volunteer organization.
It’s this Editor's opinion that BARC must eventually recognize that as a larger, active, club that we may need to address
the items listed above by building a “BARC Leadership Handbook.” that provides some basic background on what it
takes to accomplish each job based not only on past experience, but also on what BARC would like to in the future. This
is similar to the succession planning guides of many organizations. All members can see what’s required, and after elections leaders may hit the ground running.
Next, let’s look at how we, the voting members, select our leaders.
If we assume that we want BARC to succeed in it’s mission, then we ideally would want the candidate who best convinces us they will be successful in executing the role for that year. Unfortunately, we also have challenges including,
but not limited to:
1. We only have one candidate. We end up here due the issues we previously discussed. We rationalize this position
since we don’t have to really do anything but sit back. It seems, however, that if we acknowledge the responsibilities that a growing BARC incurs in the Amateur Radio community, that we owe it to ourselves to hear from folks
that may have various visions for BARC’s future. Therefore, we may want to adapt our system to encourage people
to step forward so all may at least hear their visions.
2. Others may be concerned about having to pick from between friends. Although this may sound as if it’s a major
concern, it really is mitigated by the secret ballot process. Yes, although we as individuals may have to wrestle with
our own choice, the ballot process prevents public revelation of your vote.
3. None of the candidates have convinced us that they can handle the job, so the best of the choices will have to
do. Interestingly, if we have multiple candidates, but none meets our personal needs, at least the process has worked
in the sense that multiple folks stepped up, gave us their views, and we have a choice.
So, it’s really up to YOU is you think it’s worth the effort to you and BARC to find ways to motivate and recruit candidates that will provide the leadership and vision to continue BARC’s growth and exemplary role in the community.
Only you can decide how to respond to these topics and questions. With the upcoming elections, maybe it’s time for you
to ask yourself if YOU want to step up to throw your hat into the ring, or at least want to help BARC improve our election process for the good of BARC and each other.
If you are at all interested in a leadership role with BARC, PLEASE contact a member of the nominating Committee as
soon as possible. Also, consider putting your thoughts in a short piece that we can run in Full Quieting.
I encourage you to provide feedback regarding this and all editorials. This space is your for your opinions, observations,
comments, suggestions, or criticisms.

73, Ken, KM8AM
Full Quieting
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Hospitality Happenings
Natinka ‘Tink’ Siwecki, KD8NUA
73, Tink, KD8NUA

BARC Public Service
Don Parker, KB8PSL

73, Don, KB8PSL
District Emergency Coordinator
West Central Ohio D-3 ARES
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Ah, What’s Up BARC?
Ken Moak, KM8AM
Announcements regarding any member news including: new equipment, antennas, grandchildren, children, pets, operating news, etc.

George Sucich, KE8SNS just made his first HF QSO on 10 meters after getting his Ham License back after a long time off the air! He contacted N8EU on phone and the two have a
sked (schedule) for some CW operating time soon.

Putting Up a Mast at Home
John Westerkamp, W8LRJ
This summer, I finally decided to get serious about putting up an outdoor VHF/UHF
antenna and getting connected to the Miami Valley Mesh Network. For the outdoor
antenna, I chose the Cushcraft CX-333 Tri-Band (2m, 220, 440) antenna since I had a
radio that did all three bands and the reviews were excellent. For the mesh antenna, I
purchased a Microtik RBLHG-5HPN high-power dish antenna which I intended to
aim at a mesh node on the roof of Miami Hospital South.
The mast took a long time to find because I wanted a very sturdy mast that I
could mount in the ground and bolt to the brick on my house. I found the
Rohn H50 Galvanized Telescoping 50
foot mast which is probably a bit of
overkill, but it does the job very well.
The key to any radio project is planning. I spent a lot of time drawing
diagrams and studying the instructions
for the mast set up and antenna installation. I decided that I would put the
mast in the rear corner of my house so
that it was partly hidden and halfway
between my hamshack and the electrical service entry point for
my house (and its ground rod). I figured I would put in 5 ground
rods 8 feet deep spaced about every 16 feet to cover the line from
the electrical service to my hamshack.
Thanks to Glenn Rodgers, KE8LZD, Mark Avery, KE8NHT, and

Sean Dickens, K8SPD

73, Ken, KM8AM
937-408-6672 (c)
Full Quieting
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Club House News
News and events regarding Activities at the BARC

QSL Cards
Jim Gifford, KD8APT
Each month, I’ll post QSLs received by
BARC.

73, Jim, KD8APT

The CR2X card was March 2016

The K7FDR contact was made during 2019 QSO Party

BARC’s Amp is Coming Home
Since the DARPA clubhouse re-opened recently, Tom Holmes,
N8ZM, was finally able to take a detailed look at the Ameritron ALS-600 amplifier that I sent to the DARA Thursday
Night Group to take a look at. His initial findings were a stuck
relay (he cleaned it and un-stuck it) and no power out of the
output PA's (even after fixing the relay).
He took another look at the amplifier last night at the TNG
Meeting and discovered a couple of bad solder joints. He
touched them up and voila! The amplifier was putting out 400
watts with 75 watts in. That sounds pretty good to me. I plan to
pick it up and bring it back to BARC next week and putting it
through its paces.

73, John, W8LRJ
Full Quieting
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DXing -The Search for Distant Contacts

This column will be about all things DX and how they could relate to BARC
Members.

We’re looking for an experienced DXer to write this column

Also looking for any contributions on DX that BARC members have worked

Pictures of received QSL cards would be GREAT
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CW ‘The Original Digital Mode’
Ken Gunton, W8ASA
You could say:
“There she goes, just a ’walkin’ down the street…”.
Or, you could send it as:
“Singing doo wah ditty ditty dum ditty doo”
Not Morse Code, you say? No, of course not, but you
probably read or sang both lines in rhythm with a certain
beat, didn’t you? And, every time you sing that ditty, you
apply the same rhythm and cadence.
If you can do that, you can learn Morse Code! After all, it’s
only a matter of matching up dits and dahs in rhythmic patterns to form letters. Do you remember Beethoven’s 5th
Symphony and its famous dit-dit-dit-dah? That is simply
the letter “V”. (Beethoven didn’t know he was sending
Morse Code, because he died a few years before Morse began working on his telegraph code.)
What’s the fastest, easiest, and best way to learn Morse Code? There is no one answer, but all
methods have one thing in common: practice. How did you learn to drive? How did you learn
woodworking? How did you learn to bait a hook? Practice, of course.
Let me list a few web sites you can use to learn Morse Code. Try them and find the one that you
like the most, and then STICK WITH IT.
http://www.hamwhisperer.com/2011/04/international-morse-code-lesson-1.html
http://c2.com/morse/
https://lcwo.net/
http://www.justlearnmorsecode.com/
BARC has a copy of the ARRL Morse Code tape set (on CD) in our library.
Check it out and play the CDs while in your car. If you pick one of the listed sites and like it (or
don’t like it), please let me know.
73 until next month….

73, Ken, W8ASA
Full Quieting
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Education and Training
John Westerkamp, W8LRJ
The first post-pandemic Skills Night was finally held Tuesday, September
7. We had a great group of new and experienced hams interested in learning
more about the clubhouse radio stations. We began by introducing ourselves
and providing some information on our interests and how we got started in
amateur radio. Then I opened the floor to questions and, wow, did the group
have some great questions! We talked about how repeaters worked and what
it means to “program your radio”. Several people asked about offsets and
tones on repeaters. I also answered other questions about antennas and we
all talked about our experiences putting up antennas. Remember, any antenna up in the air is better than the one sitting on your workbench!
Next up, we moved outside and took a look up at the clubhouse rooftop. We talked about each of the antennas on the
roof and why some were vertical and some horizontal. We
also talked about beam antennas and omni-directional antennas and what the rotor does. More great questions!
Now that we were familiar with the antennas, we move indoors and talked about the patch panel that allows us to connect a specific antenna to a specific radio or to connect a
rotor to a specific station. We hooked up a couple of radios
and got started listening to a VHF net, then an HF net, and
finally played with FT-8. Everybody enjoyed listening in
and, hopefully, we will have some new General Class operators in the club soon!

Finally, I was able to program a radio
for one attendee and will always be
available to program a radio. Bring a
programming cable for your radio if you
can.
Our next Skills Night is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 5, 2021, at 7:00 pm
at the clubhouse. We will talk about
“Getting the Most From Your HT” focusing on the Baofeng radios. Bring
your radio to program, too!

73, John, W8LRJ
Full Quieting
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Antennas and Propagation (A&P)
Ken Moak, KM8AM
Welcome back. As we said before: any antenna that get’s you on the air is a good antenna.
We’re starting a quick journey looking at how to build your own antennas system. During the
trip, we’ll see how you can get the most from your particular antenna situation.
Before we jump in, designing your antenna system has a few key steps that are flexible depending on how much time, effort, and resources you want to invest. You may be tempted to skip
some of these parts now, but if you intend to reap the most from your system, you may pay the
penalty in performance and satisfaction later. Don’t worry though, for us, the process can move
very quickly, and we’ll be playing with wire and aluminum real soon!
There are lots of ways to define how to engineer a system. NASA defines Systems Engineering
as: “...Systems engineering is the art and science of developing an operable system capable of meeting requirements
within often opposed constraints...” We’ll radically simplify our process into just a few parts: Requirements,
Constraints, Design, Build, Test, and Review. What you
put into these steps determines what you get out. Requirements: you decide what you want your system to do—
NOT how to do it. Constraints: you define the limits on
the system be it cost, size, neighbors or spouse concerns,
laws, location, or even environment. Design: the process
of researching what’s out there already, identifying options, evaluating them against the requirements and constraints, and the actual build. Test: verifies that the as-built system meets your needs. Finally,
Review: you see if you want to make any changes or enhancements.
If this sounds daunting, it really isn’t at our level, but imagine what went into designing the
SpaceEx vehicles. Every part from the smallest screw to the entire spacecraft underwent a
much more complex Systems Engineering process.
We’ll start our short trip next month and also find time to answer any day-to-day questions on
your current antenna system—just email them to me…
Yes, you can use this process for any project you have from Ham Radio to planting a garden.

73’ Ken, KM8AM
937-408-6672 (c)
Full Quieting
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Station Hints and Kinks
Ken Moak, KM8AM
Comments, questions, and answers regarding ways to enhance our station
planning, construction, operation, and upgrades

This is a MEMBER-Driven section
Please send your info to me at the link above

Well, the challenge produced NO Responses, so let’s get into the meat.

CABLE LABELS:
One young, enterprising BARC member (Paul,
KD8OPN) revolutionized the organization of
his shack by MARKING BOTH ENDS of
every cable in his shack!
He used an inexpensive Brother tape printing
labeling tool to print the labels (The same one
we have at the BARC clubhouse)
As you’ll see in his bio this month, Paul has a
very nice station that is spread over two rooms.
The marked cables makes it very easy to know
what each cable is and where it goes WITHOUT being in two places at once!
It was a bit of an effort at first (time well spent
he found out later), but now Paul marks every new cable as he goes.
If you visit his shack, he’ll be proud to show you what he did.
If you found a neat way to accomplish something around your station, just send it in to me. As
always, pictures will interest all of us.
Original ideas are super, but if you’ve read about a Hint or Kink and ACTUALLY tried it,
PLEASE send it in since your fellow BARC members may need it, and then you’ll be the hero.

73, Ken, KM8AM
Full Quieting
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Kontest Korner
Ken Gunton, W8ASA

Have you ever operated in one of the state
QSO parties? BARC certainly has, and we
have a number of certificates to prove it.
State QSO parties are unique and fun contests. The goal is to make contact with as
many of the counties (or parishes, etc.) in
that state as you can. During many of
these contests, you can operate voice, digital, and CW modes. The exchange is usually simple: Signal Report and county from a station inside the state and Signal Report
and state from someone outside.
Your logging software will keep track of your progress, changing the text color of a county as you contact it. While operating on a state QSO party, be sure to
watch for rovers. These are hams who jump into their cars and head for counties with few or no
ham radio operators registered in them. Some rovers will park across two or more county lines
and hand out contacts for two, three, or even four counties at the same time.
Here’s a little-known secret: you can work all fifty states just by participating in the QSO parties! Having trouble working South Dakota or Maine? Wait for their QSO parties and get them
on voice, digital, and CW modes all in the same weekend. I needed Kansas for a long time to
complete WAS on 10 Meter CW. Ten minutes into their QSO party and I finished WAS on that
band/mode combination.
Here are a few upcoming contests for October (not an exhaustive list; see
www.contesting.com):
Contest

Date/Time

Comments/Goal

Oceania SSB Contest

0600Z Oct 2 to 0600Z Oct 3

We’ve had great openings to Oceania
lately

California QSO Party

1600Z Oct 2 to 2200Z Oct 3

SSB and CW. Try this very active contest

Nevada, Arizona, Pennsylvania and South Dakota QSO Parties

All take place on 9-10 October

New York and Illinois QSO Parties

All take place on 16-17 October

CQ Worldwide SSB DX 0000Z Oct 30 to 2359Z Oct 31

One of the BIG contests. DXCC in two
days?

73, Ken, W8ASA
Full Quieting
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I’ve got this Cobweb…..But no spiders!
Glenn Rodgers, KE8LZD
The MFJ-1836 6 band CobWeb antenna
seemed like a good idea for me because
its filled a few gaps i had in coverage (17,
12 & 6 meters) and wasn’t too expensive.
I also had a great place to set it up without
having any wires strung through trees…
and also gave me the chance to try a
“non-vertical, end fed or wire dipole”. In
short, it was something new to me that I
could play with and hopefully learn something.
I knew I could ask for help from John
Westerkamp, W8LRJ, if I got stuck, or
when it was time to actually raise the antenna for final mounting. The assembly
instructions looked fairly straight forward
so I proceeded to “pre-assemble” the 4
fiberglass poles for attaching the braided
wire for each of the six bands. Each of
these band wires were in individually labeled bags, each containing 2 wires with
loop connectors already installed on one
end. Once this was completed it was time
to see when John might have time to help
me with final assembly and tuning. When we started final assembly it was straight forward but
somewhat repetitious, but nothing unexpected. The top of my mast assembly is a 5’ aluminum
pole which we mounted directly to the cobweb antenna, then slipped it over an extendable tripod in order to start tuning the antenna. This is where I began to learn new things!
When the antenna wires were attached, each of the band wires connectors fit bolts for the transformer box (where coax connection is attached), the tag ends were attached to an insulated strip
approximately 9” long. Instructions stated that these strips should line up as closely as possible,
and measurements are given from the last pole turning point (bolt & nut) to the insulating strip.
This step took some adjustment, so we didn’t tighten any of these connections until we had all
aligned. Each band now had close to a foot of wire dangling down from the insulator strip. It
was then that the real fun began… as the antenna was now too far above my head to reach for
trimming the dangling wires, I had to use a ladder.
Continued on next page
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I’ve got this Cobweb…..But no spiders!
Continued from page 14

We attached a run of coax approximately
25’ long so we would be far enough
away from the antenna so as not to interfere with readings using and antenna
tuner. This is where John explained that
we needed to find where the band we
were working on was resonant, we used
his tuner for that. At this point we were
ready to begin actually tuning, and it
should be noted that as the insulator
strips need to be inline with each other it
is also equally important that when trimming the band wires, both wires need to
be cut to the same length also. Per instructions we began with the 20m band
first (it’s also the longest wire run, so
starting outside and working inward). I’d
set up the ladder, climb and trim a couple
inches to start, then move the ladder
away and see what the result was from
John.
This is the point where we talked about
what we were tuning to, or for… Voice,
or FT-8? I decided on Voice so we proceeded to check, trim, check, trim… took
quite a while since we wanted to dial it in for best possible tune on each band. Once we got
fairly close, we switched over to my Comet CAA-500 tuner (partly because I need the practice
using it), mostly because of the Sweep Graph that allowed us to fine tune for the best usable
band width. This process took quite a while… and we both needed a bit of a break, so that
ended day one of getting it up in the air. I attached all the coax needed for getting it up permanently, connections all made and ready for our second day of putting it up & guying the antenna. This turned out to be a perfect break point and it allowed me to leave the antenna on it’s
assembly tripod and start using it in the shack. I knew however well it worked now, it would
only get better once it was raised to 15’. This next step was soon completed and it was time to
check the results. The coax runs through a two way switch so I can easily compare the Cobweb
to my Hustler Vertical. I found the new antenna worked well (even though at only 15’) but the
noise floor is greater than with the Vertical. I’m wondering if this might improve once I get it
raised another 10’ or so. Another one of the advantages of Amateur Radio… always something
more to do and learn. I guess it really is a lot like Opera… it ain’t finished till the fat lady
sings!
73, Glenn, KE8LZD
Full Quieting
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Notes from your Field Day Coordinator
Ray Hitt, N8VMX
My name is Ray Hitt, N8VMX, and I’m the BARC Field Day
Coordinator. I’ll be writing columns from time to time,
mainly when it’s time to prepare for next year’s Field Day
(June 25th–26th 2022).
During my brief lull of activity until next season, I did want to
share some information about my digital station that uses the
Raspberry Pi (Pi) and the IC-7300 HF transceiver. Club
members and visitors were asking about it during Field Day.
This combination is well-suited for field operations, and I have used it the past couple of Field
Day events at the 40-meter station.
So, why use a Pi instead of a laptop for field operations? Laptops work well and, in most cases,
have more processing horsepower than a Pi. Laptops use Windows, macOS, or Linux, whatever operating system the owner is comfortable with. However, the Pi is Linux-based. In most
cases, I would say go with a laptop.
However, in the case of portable field operations, if you are running off 12V battery power, the
Pi has advantages. You
can run the Pi, the IC7300 transceiver, and special HDMI monitors all
directly from 12V without
needing any 120VAC.
Using a laptop in the field,
or larger monitors usually
needs a 12VDC-120VAC
converter. These converters are another expense
and can generate RF noise
in the HF radio bands
where you would be
working. The Pi consumes much less power than most laptops. And the Pi is also so inexpensive that if it gets damaged in the field, you are out less than $60 is most cases.
Rather than writing a step-by-step guide to set up a Pi, I’ll recommend that you take the approach I did – use the excellent resources on the Internet where hams have already set up and
used Pi in the field. DL1GKK has an excellent web site that walks you through the steps to assemble your own digital station. I also gave a presentation at a BARC general membership
meeting going into more detail. That presentation is from May 2020, so information has
changed. Going to the references gets you the latest information available.
Continued on next page
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Notes from your Field Day Coordinator
Continued from page 16

I do have recommendations to add. There are many flavors of Pi to choose from. The most
relevant today are the Pi-3 and Pi-4. Unless you are on a shoestring budget, I would recommend the Pi-4 (either 4 or 8 GByte option). It has more memory, a faster processor, built-in
high-speed 802.11ac Wi-Fi, true Gigabit ethernet ports, and can support dual-HDMI monitors.
On the downside, it does consume more power and requires fan-cooling, where the Pi-3 runs
with passive cooling and requires no fans.
I also recommend that
you clone your Raspberry Pi’s SD-Card
from time to time to an
exact duplicate SDCard (highly recommended before installing any new app).
This will give you
something to fall back
on in case something
happens to the card
you normally use.
Another thing I did
that you may consider
is switching the Pi-s “hard drive” from an SD-Card to a USB memory stick or an external solidstate drive (SSD). SD-Cards are not suitable for long-term use as a hard drive because repeated
reads and writes will eventually wear them out. I’ve had an SD-card crash before after years of
use, and it’s very disruptive. On the other hand, properly-chosen USB memory sticks or external SSD drives have built-in circuitry to automatically spread the reads and writes over a larger
area to extend the drive’s lifetime. They are also around six times faster than an SD-Card. Recent versions of the Pi-OS allow you to permanently remove the SD-Card once a USB memory
card or SSD drive are set up as the boot device. Instructions are available here.
For digital operation, I mainly use FLRig (radio control), WSJT-X (FT-8), Fldigi (psk-31/
RTTY). These work identically as the version you already use on your digital station. I also
install a software-defined radio app, gqrx , to watch the ham bands to supplement my IC-7300’s
pan display. Another essential device in the field is an inexpensive USB dongle GPS that supplies your position and more importantly synchronizes your computer – this is important for
FT-8 to work properly. If you’re away from the Internet, a GPS is the only way to get exact
time. If you have an IC-705 transceiver, you can instead use its built-in GPS to set your Raspberry-Pi’s time.
Good luck – if you want to try setting up a Raspberry Pi and have any questions after looking at
the resources I supplied here, please let me know.

73, Ray, N8VMX
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Chasing Purples - FT-8 News
Stu Holzer, K8ST and Steve Miller K8SJM
Getting Started with Digital Mode:

FT-8

This month we present a primer on what it
takes to get in on the popular Digital modes
that are being used today.
Most modern transceivers now come with a built-in sound card. If your rig isn't that modern,
you can use an external sound card interface.
One of the more popular choices is Tigertronic's Signalink and there are other options out there as well.
You'll need to have a USB cable between the computer to SignaLink and another Interface cable that
goes from the SignaLink to the radio. Depending on
your radio it could be RS-232, could be a Din type
connector for an accessory jack. SignaLink has over a
dozen different cable choices that covers most of the
radios in the marketplace today.
You can be active in a lot of the current digital modes
being used today by downloading WSJT-X software. It's free and it is straight forward to use.
Just do a search on the web for WSJT-X Download. Bookmark that website as there is a ton of
information available about all the modes this program supports. The documentation is kept up
to date with each new version release. As of this writing, version 2.4.0 is the latest version.
A companion program that works very well with WSJT-X is JTAlert. Visit HamApps.com to
download. JTAlert tracks who you've worked, countries you've work and those you need, states
you need etc. It is a very customizable piece of software but using it straight from a fresh install
will have you up and running in minutes. Another feature of JTAlert is its ability to interface
with more popular electronic logging programs out there today like N3FJP, N1MM, HRD,
Log4OM, DX Commander. Online logbooks interfaces for QRZ.com, HamQTH.com, eSQL.cc
and ClubLog.org.
Both WSJT-X and JTAlert programs are memory intensive. You'll want to have a PC running
Windows 7 or greater. If possible, use a machine running with a newer processor chipset and at
least 8gb of memory.
WSJT-X and JTAlert do update their programs on a regular basis. For both, upgrading to a
newer version is a breeze. There is no removing previous version – you download the new version and click the install program. The upgrade takes place in a minute or two. All settings are
retained. It’s so easy!
There is a lot to learn and explore with FT-8. Hope you have found this information useful.

73, Stu, K8ST & Steve, K8SJM
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Special Event Stations (SESs) On The Air
Paul Sharp, KD8OPN

I plan to include SES certificates from our members, this one (Code
Talkers) is from Mark Crabtree, N8PEP.

Below is a sample listing of Special Event Stations I have found on
the ARRL Web site.
· 10/09/2021 | WWI Code Talker Commemoration
Oct 9-Oct 11, 1400Z0200Z, W5D, Tuskahoma, OK. Vm Okla
Nan Ola ARC. PSK31:
7.070, 14.070, 21.070;
LSB: 7.218; USB:
21.318 14.318 . Certificate. WI5ND Attn:
Holly Sharrock
KG5SSJ, 12715 N 410
Road, Hulbert, OK
74441. https://
www.facebook.com/
Vm-Okla-Nan-Ola104220878292184/ or
https://www.qrz.com/
db/wi5nd .
· 10/30/2021 | Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald (Split Rock Lighthouse)
Oct 30-Oct 31, 1500Z-2355Z, W0JH, Split Rock, MN. Stillwater, MN Amateur Radio Association - SARA. 21.360 14.260 7.260 3.860. Certificate. Certificate by email only, Confirm QSO
at, SplitRock2021@radioham.org . Certificates will ONLY be sent via email in PDF. Confirm
QSOs via . W0JH Stations operating from ARLHS (Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society USA
783) and POTA (Parks On The Air K-2524). Grid Square: EN47 radioham.org .
Here are some links you can follow to find many SESs that suit your interest:
http://www.arrl.org/special_events/search/page:1/model:Event
https://rsgb.org/main/operating/licensing-novs-visitors/special-event-stations/
https://www.qsl.net/va3rj/spevents_dx.html

73, Paul Sharp, KD8OPN
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‘Unclassified’ Ads
Ken Moak, KM8AM

This area is for BARC member personal wants and for sales

(Ham Radio Related Only)

This is a MEMBER-Driven section

Members listing estates for Silent Keys (SKs) where the funds go to the family
are allowed.
This page is not available for “Estate Sale Resellers” for personal profit
There are many other avenues for this type of seller

Please send your info to the link above AND include a picture if you have one

73, Ken, KM8AM
937-408-6672 (c)
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My Story: New BARC Member Spotlight
Calvin Wright, KE8OYO
Hi, I‘m Calvin Wright KE8OYO, a new ham as of 2020. I have my general
license and have the stuff for extra and started to look at it.
My current equipment is, AnyTone AT-D878UV PLUS HT, and
an AnyTone AT-D578UVIIIPRO Tri-Band mobile radio. Have a
SkyBridge Plus Dual Band Digital Hotspot. I’ve a COMET
CX333 (CX333) at 25 ft, a high gain antenna for the HT, and an
¼ wave antenna mag mount for the mobile.
I’ve been around Ham radio for a long time and worked with a
few local vendors and a few HamVention’s in Dayton. I was interested in becoming a Ham
but struggled with the cw could not get past 3 words per min. I put it on the backer until 2020
when the pandemic came around, and I wanted to get some sort of Radio communication for
emergencies.
I got my GMRS license and a Wouxun KG-805GGMRS radio but didn’t get many contacts. A few
weeks later, an old friend came over seeing my radio. He made fun of me a good bit bringing up a lot of
good points for Ham Radio. 30 days later I had taken my tech ham radio test and passed it.
I like the DMR and it was easy for me to get the hang of it and do some basic programming.
Like the Idea of having a sort of repeater by connecting the radio to the skybridge and being able to talk
around the world from the ht. I would like to get in to satellite and space station communications. I also
want to learn more FT8 and winlink. I was against HF due to having to put up a big antenna, but would
like to explore some HF some.
I want Ham radio to be like my cell phone I can take my HT any place and make a contact and for the
most part that very much can happen.
I like building wearable electronics or portable electronics from Adafruit I also like to do Graphic arts
layout and design, print, and distribute. Other hobbies are BBQ smoking Meat. Building Lego sets
sometimes designing custom sets and building them. I like to travel and have seen 38 of the 48 states but
want to see Alaska and Hawaii as well in the future. I like Star Wars and Star track as well as Harry potter stuff as well

I am a Tier 3 Senior Desktop Analyst for the Windows Desktop and virtual platforms. Worked for IBM
till recently when my job was outsourced overseas. So, I am now seeking new employment. Prior to
IBM worked for AT&T in IT.

73, Calvin, KE8OYO
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Current BARC Member Interviews
Hi, I’m Paul Sharp, KD8OPN. Many of you may
know me as the former BARC Treasurer and now as the
BARC Net Control Coordinator, blasting the airwaves
on the 4th Sunday of every month. My interest in Ham
radio started about 12 years ago, so I’m fairly new to
this exciting hobby. I served 22 years in the USAF in
Security and Intelligence and retired in July of 1986.
Then I became a defense contractor working for Ball
Aerospace & Technologies, primarily supporting the Air
Force Research Lab. It was at Ball where I met both
Mark Crabtree (N8PEP) and Ken Moak (KM8AM), my
first and second Elmers. I expressed some interest in Ham radio to Mark, and he suggested we visit 2
different Field Day sites so I could see and hear all about this new adventure. One Field Day was at
BARC. Bitten by the Ham Radio virus, I received my Technician License on 28 July 2010, and then
went on to receive the General and Extra.
To help me get started, Mark prepared a list of equipment
I’d need to set up my first station and we went to R&L to
purchase the goodies. When I first started putting my
VISA Card on the R&L counter, neither Mark or I knew I
my interest would continue to grow or fizzle, so we
started slowly. My first setup was a Yaesu FT891 and a
G5RV for an HF antenna and a 2m/440 antenna. Fortunately, my interest stayed high and as I operated, I began
to want a more capable setup. With Ken’s technical help
and again my Visa Card, I upgraded to an ICOM 7600,
with an amplifier and tuner. I also installed a Mosley PRO
57B antenna on used Rohn 45 tower sections. After the
ICOM 7600 failed twice, I wanted to get a new radio. I
researched the ICOM 7610 and the Flex series of radios. After much analysis,
talking and reading, I selected the Flex 6600 radio. Along the way I upgraded to
a Flex PGXL amp and Flex antenna switch. Besides the Mosley Pro 57B antenna, I have wires for 40, 80, and 160 as well as antennas for 6m, 2m, 440 and 220.
So what do I do with it? I am really enjoying chasing Special Event Stations, DXing, rag chewing and
casual contesting. I primary operate on SSB but I have also operated on FT8.
I joined BARC shortly after I received my Technician license and quickly became very involved with it.
Until 2 years ago I was the BARC Treasurer and for a few years, also the BARC Secretary. A number of
us designed, built and installed the 4 stations. When the BARC Planning members made the decision to
have the same HF radios in each cube, the ICOM 7300, I purchased and delivered them to BARC. I volunteered to be the BARC Net Control Coordinator when the current person was no longer available. I
really enjoy my time as BARC Net Control developing suggested topics, asking follow up questions,
and hearing member’s enthusiasm and excitement for this great hobby.
Besides Ham Radio, I enjoy photography, traveling in our 5th wheel trailer, reading, visiting family, and
staying current with friends. I am married to my high school sweet heart, Carol. We have 3 children, 9
grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.

73, Paul, KD8OPN
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Due to technical difficulties (We can’t figure out how to do it), The link
below doesn’t work.

PLEASE open the BARC Constitution and Bylaws pdf
attached to the original Full Quieting email.
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Misc BARC Info

REGULARLY SCHEDULED NETS

ZOOM-Basic Setup & Configuration

Daily (Sunday through Saturday) 1030, 1615 and 1845
Ohio Single Sideband Net (OSSBN) Primary: 3972.5 KHz
LSB Alternates: 3968 & 7272 KHz LSB

Here’s a link to the Zoom Video Tutorials: Zoom how-to video
tutorials – Zoom Help Center

Sundays 1900 Newcomers & Elmers Net (Cincinnati)
146.670 (-) (123.0 PL) Sundays 2000 BARC Weekly Net
147.045 (+) (no PL) [Alt = 443.675]

Also see: "Join a Meeting" and the "Joining & Configuring Audio & Video" tutorials for new users. Send questions or problems
to John, W8LRJ ASAP but BEFORE the next meeting.

Sundays 2100 Miami Co. Voice & Data Net (Data Net follows Voice Net) 145.230 (-) (no PL)
Winlink Tuesdays GCARESWinlink Net Any time on
Tuesdays Eastern Time Send To: W8LRJ, Cc: KE8FMJ
W8GCA-10 445.010 (S), W6CDR-10 145.010 (S)
Tuesdays 1900 Dayton Veterans Admin Amateur Radio
Club Net (W8DVA) 443.850 + 107.2 pl CHANGE
Tuesdays 1915 Ohio ARES HF Net W8SGT Net Control at
OEMA HQ Primary: 3902 KHz LSB (+/- QRM) Alternate:
7240 KHz LSB (+/- QRM)
Tuesdays 1945 Ohio Digital Emergency Net Primary:
3584.5 KHz USB (1500 WF) Alternate: 7072 KHz USB
Tuesdays 2000 MoCoARES Weekly Net 146.640 (-) (123.0
Hz PL) (Except—No Net on last Tuesday of even months
(MoCoARES meeting) (Except—On 2nd Tuesday: Voice
and Data Net on 444.250 (+) (123.0 PL)
Tuesdays 2030 Greene County DMR Net Primary:
444.875+, Color Code 13
Tuesdays 2100 GCARES Net (Voice & Data) 146.910 (-)
(no PL) [Alt = 442.725]
Ohio Winlink Wednesdays OH ARES Winlink Net Any
time on Wednesdays Eastern Time Send To: K8EAF, Cc:
W8LRJ, KE8FMJ W8GCA-10 445.010 (S), W6CDR-10
145.010 (S)
Wednesdays 2000 Ohio District 3 ARES Net (West Central
Ohio Regional Net) Primary: 145.110 (-) ( 67.0 PL) Alternate: 146.820 (-) ( 77.0 PL)
Wednesdays 2000 Beginners Net (Dayton Area) 444.875
(+) (94.8 PL)
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BARC Fundraising Opportunities
Kroger’s Rewards Program Please use your Kroger Card when
shopping at Kroger’s and support BARC. If you haven't signed
up and need help, bring your Kroger Card to the next BARC
meeting, and we’ll help you get registered (contact the Treasurer).
AmazonSmile Rewards Program BARC is registered in therewards program:AmazonSmile. Charitable and non-profit organizations receive 0.5% of total purchase price (small but it adds up
over time). A web page of basic Q&A info on the AmazonSmile
program is available at: http://smile.amazon.com/about/
ref=smi_se_ft_abt_saas When you sign up for AmazonSmile,
simply select Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club as your preferred
charity when prompted. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for BARC members (and family and friends) to support
BARC, at no cost to you, every time you shop at Amazon. Just
log in to Amazon like you usually do and you’ll be asked if you
want to use AmazonSmile. Just click YES and you’re ready to
shop. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection & convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price to BARC. So, be sure to
register for BARC in AmazonSmile the next time you shop at
Amazon and then select the AmazonSmile option.

ARRL Discounted Membership Offer One of the
benefits of Club membership is the opportunity to become an
ARRL member at a discounted price. BARC is an ARRL affiliated club and receives a commission for new first-time ARRL
memberships transacted through the Club. BARC passes on this
commission (discount) as a club membership benefit to promote
ARRL membership. BARC members currently receive a $15
discount on a NEW first year ARRL membership cost when
placed through the Club. Please contact BARC Treasurer for
details
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